Defense  Document  2790-B 


Exhibit  //. 


AFFIDAVIT 

* 

I,  Joseph  C.  carew,  being  first  duly  svjorn,  make  oath  and  say  that 
in  a  conversation  vdth  t'r.  Koki  Hirota,  Princ  Minister  of  Japan,  on  August  25> 
1936,  I  asked  Mr,  Hirota  if  there  were  any  observations  which  he  would  wish  mo 
to  take  back  to  the  Prcslderit  and  the  Secretary  of  State,  Vx,  Hirota  said  that 
although  he  was  no  longer  Foi’eign  Minister  ho  ^elt  that  the  relations  between 
Japan  and  the  United  States  v/crc  proceeding  smoothly.  He  said  that  so  far  as 
China  was  concerned,  Japan  would  in  no  way  intorf’-ro  w.-th  ftmcrican  trade  in 

that  count ly  and  that  he  could  rpeoificolly  give  ne  assur'r.ccs  to  tact  effect, 

% 

;.s  regards  dor>jstic  nif^ii.  the  Fi-lmo  ?'Jnister  asked  me  what  I 
thought  of  the  present  situation.  I  told  him  that  after  the  in'*:  .ent  of 
February  26th  I  had  tolu  mj-  Govoi'nment  that  I  thought  the  not  result  of  the 
incident  would  bo  salutary  and  present  conditioris  made  me  feel  that  I  was 
right  in  tJiis  pregnor ti cation ,  Mr,  Hirota  said  that  this  was  peSiOCtly  true 
and  that  hir,  v.holo  effort  at  jjrescnt  v/as  one  of  conciliation.  There  were 
naturalli'  difficuj.ti&s  to  bo  overcome,  but  he  was  hapj;:--  tc  say  that  the  civil 
government  ard  the  army  and  navy  were  working  together  in  entire  accord.  The 
thing  that  bothered  hiiri  most  in  the  world  at  xargo  3.1  gci.ivil  and  in  China  in 
particular  was  tiie  spread  of  bolshevism  and  that  in  Ch:-na  Japan  must  luako 
efforts  to  stem  the  tide  of  the  communist  menace. 


(Signed)  Joseph  C,  Grew 
Joseph  C,  OVcw 


October  15,  19 A7 

^oshington,  D.  C, 


S:’ORM  TO  AND  SUBSCRIBED  BEFORE  }£E,  /.  NOTARY  PUBLIC  FOR  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA, 

* 

\ 

THIS  17th,  DAY  OF  OCTOBER,  19 A7, 

(Signed)  Martha  H,  IVilhelm _ 


(SEi\L) 


L'y  Commission  Expires  Sept,  1,  1953 
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AFFIDAVIT 

I,  Joseph  C,  Grew,  being  first  duly  8\torn,  make  oath  and  say  that 
on  Novunber  30,  1936,  Mr.  Koki  Hirota,  Prime  Minister  of  Japan,  turned  on 
his  own  initiative  to  the  recently  signed  agreement  between  Germany  and  Japan 
(the  /jiti-Comintem  Pact)  and  said  that  the  agreement  had  to  do  purely  and 
singly  with  combating  communism.  He  said  that  the  agrccmdit  was  evidently 
being  misinterpreted  in  Europe  and  that  the  Japanese  Government  was  doing 
its  best  to  obviate  this  misinterpretation  and  to  clarify  the  situation. 

He  said  that  the  more  Soviet  influence  ard  bolshovist  propaganda  spread 
abroad,  the  closer  the  relations  between  Japan  and  Germany  would  become. 

(Sif'.ncd)  Joseph  C.  Grew 
Joseph  C,  Grew 

V/ashington,  H.  C. 

October  15,  1947 

S*‘DRN  TO  AND  SUBSCRIBED  BEFORE  ME,  A  NOTARY  FUBLIC  FOR  THE  DISTRICT  OF 
COLUMBIA,  THIS  17th.  DAY  OF  OCTOBER,  1947. 

(SEAL) 

(signed)  Martha  H»  Wilhelm 
My  Commission  Expires  Sept.  1,  1951 
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AFFIDAVIT 


I,  Joseph  C.  Orew,  being  first  duly  svforn,  make  oath  and  say  that 
on  Septenber  1,  1937,  Mr.  Koki  Hirota,  Prime  Minister  of  Japan,  turned  to 
Sino-Sovict  relations  arri  said  that  the  Chinese  /mibassador  had  yesterday 
explained  to  him  the  nature  of  the  recently  concluded  Sino-Soviet  Pact.  Two 
attempts  on  my  part  to  draw  him  out  as  to  the  nature  of  the  pact  were 
unsuccessful.  The  Minister  said  that  it  seemed  to  him  unfortunate  that  the 
Soviet  Union  and  China ,  which  could  have  concluded  this  pact  at  any  time 
during  rncoit  years,  had  cticson  this  particular  moment  and  situaUon  to  do  so 
He  said  he  felt  that  there  was  grave  danger  of  the  communists  getting  control 
in  China,  that  Chiang  Kaishek  was  v/cak  and  that  the  virile  young  men  of  the 
nation  were  at  the  front  where  they  wore  fighting  most  bravely.  In  the  mean¬ 
time  some  20,000  comnurdst  troops  were  movin',  towards  Outer  Mongolia.  He 


felt  that  the  communist  menace  was  very  real  and  that  the  communists 
undoubtedly  aim  to  take  ever  eventual  complete  control  of  the  Government  and 

country . 


( Sirned }  Joseph  C.  Grev? 

.  -.U  P.  riY'l-vW 


y.'ashington,  D.  C. 
October  15,  19A7 


SVJORM  TO  ..N^  SUBSCRIBED  BEFORE  ME,  ,A 
THIS  17th.  DAY  OF  OCTOBER,  1947. 

(se;.l) 


NOTARY  PUBLIC  FOR  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA, 


(signed)  Martha  H.  Wilhelm 
My  Commission  Expires  Sept.  1,  195-‘- 
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AFFIDAVIT 


I,  Joseph  C,  Ore*,  being  first  Ally  8*orn,  make  oath  and  say  that 
on  December  26,  1937,  I  colled  on  Mr.  Koki  Hirota,  the  Minister  for  Foreign 
Affairs  of  Japan,  awl  toM  hl«  tha t  I  had  good  news.  I  then  read  to  him  the 
American  Government’s  note  of  December  26,  »hich  may  be  regarded  as  an 
acceptance  of  the  Japanese  Government’s  note  of  December  24,  towards  the 
•ettlement  of  the  PANAY  incident.  After  I  had  read  the  note  aloud,  Mr.  Hirota 
said  to  me,  "I  heartily  thank  your  Government  and  you  yourself  for  this 
decision.  I  am  very,  very  happy.  You  have  brought  me  a  splendid  Christmas 
present."  The  Minister  added  that  the  Japanese  Government  has  taken  and  will 
continue  to  take  all  possible  measures  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  such  an 

incident. 

fSirned)  Joseph  C .  Grew 
Joseph  C,  Grew 

tiashington,  D.  C. 

October  15»  1947 


i 

\ 


It 


S’.ORN  U'  AMD  SUEFCFT.BED  BEFORE  ME,  A  t^OTARY  PUPTJf’  TXl  Jj.'JMuIA, 

mis  17th.  DAY  OF  OCTOELR,  1S-+7. 

(p.ig-'gd\  y?:  _ 


^SEAL) 
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AFFIDAVIT 


✓ 


I,  Jesoph  C,  Grow,  being  first  duly  sworn,  make  oath  and  say  that 
I  called  at  noon  on  Deconber  17^  1937»  on  JA*.  Koki  Hirota,  the  Minister  for 
Foreign  Affairs  of  Japan  at  the  Foreign  Office  and  after  oral  representations 
I  left  with  him  an  aide-memoire  precisely  and  fully  embodying  the  contents  of 
Department's  telegram  Ko.  350,  December  16,  1  p^m.  I  talked  to  the  Minister 
in  the  strongest  possible  way  regarding  the  seriousness  of  the  facts  presented 
which  beyond  peradventuro  disprove  the  allegation  that  a  mistake  had  been 
made  in  te;..bing  the  U.S.S,  PAK'.Y  and  the  seriousness  with  which  my  Government 
regarded  this  new  evidence.  I  pointed  out  that  according  to  this  evidence 
Japanese  naval  and  military  forces  were  both  clearly  guilty  of  deliberate 
attack  carried  out  from  points  from  which  there  could  be  no  question  v/hatso- 
ever  as  to  the  visibility  of  the  cola’s  flying  from  the  American  ship.  I  road 
the  aid-memoire  textually  to  the  Minister  informing  him  that  I  would  later 
communicate  such  further  facts  as  might  come  to  our  attention. 

The  Minister  said  that  he  was  totally  unaware  of  the  facts  vihich  I 
had  presented  and  ttvat  he  would  immediately  take  up  the  matter  with  the  naval 
aixl  military  authorities.  He  was  visibly  upset  by  the  facts  coijimunicated  and 
the  gravity  of  the  manner  in  which 

"'ashington,  D.  C. 

October  15,  19A7 

bJTORK  TO  AND  SUBSCRIBED  BEFORE  ME,  A  NOTARY  PUBLIC  FOR  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA, 
THIS  17th.  DAY  OF  OCTOBER,  19A7. 
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